FIRE BELOW

I saw three figures standing by where I had
laid hex down.
I went to them directly and gave the sergeant
my pistol without a word. Then I passed to
where Lelia was lying and fell on my knees.
So I stayed for a moment, not presuming
to commend her spirit, for I think that it
needed no prayers, but remembering her youth
and her beauty and her natural sweetness of
heart and how she had shown me that very
nonesuch of love, that she laid down her life
for her friend.
Something moved beside me, and when I
looked down, the poor dog that she was so
proud of touched rny leg. Before this dumb call
for comfort I could have burst into tears, but
though I patted and stroked him, my touch
was not what he wanted, and after a grievous
look the poor animal drooped his head and
turned away.
Very gently I gathered his mistress into my
arms.
Then I rose to my feet.
" Where is the smuggler ? **  I  said.
The sergeant answered me.
" We have weighted his body with .stones,
sir, and cast it under the fall,"
" Very well/' said I. " I am ready. .Will
you lead on ? "
Without a word, he turned the way I had
come, and wheaa I began to follow, his fellows
brought up the rear.
Half an hour later we came out on to the
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